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TANKA CULTURE:
Al ART EXHIBITION
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8IS/ Foreword

The Tanka people are a community of water-dwelling residents along China’s southeastern coast, traditionally
living on boats and primarily fishing for their livelihood. Once a unique cultural aspect of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area, their traditional lifestyle is fading with modernization. To preserve and promote
this cultural heritage, we are utilizing new media technologies, particularly artificial intelligence, to explore
innovative ways of showcasing Tanka culture. By employing generative Al for text and art, we've traced the
historical context of Tanka life and recreated their living environments in interactive and engaging formats.

This exhibition showcases the Tanka people's water-based lifestyle and its historical changes, emphasizing its
connection to the broader regional culture and history. Our research has resulted in a rich database of images
and texts, which informed the training of Al models to generate visual art reflecting Tanka culture, blending
traditional Chinese styles with contemporary media. The curated art creations include generative paintings in ink,
meticulous brushwork, and animation, as well as new media installations that vividly depict Tanka daily life,
customs, and how they make their livings. This not only showcasing their unique history but also illustrates the
evolution of visual and media arts in China.

Curated by Prof. James She and his interdisciplinary team from the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology (Guangzhou), this exhibition aims to merge advanced technology with local culture of Greater Bay
Area, offering a fresh experience that intertwines art, culture, and technology.
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The rapid development of artificial intelligence is reshaping our lives, particularly in its potential for cultural
preservation and transmission. Utilizing cutting-edge Al language models and text-to-image generation technologies,
we have explored the essence, unique charm, and timeless appeal of Tanka culture. This exhibition is not only a tribute
to Tanka culture—a shared cultural heritage of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area—but also a
bold exploration of the fusion of traditional Chinese art with modern media.

Looking ahead, professor James She and his interdisciplinary team will continue to expand the horizons of Al in
cultural arts during the second phase of the exhibition. By integrating Al cultural models, interactive digital avatars,
and text-to-video technologies, the team aims to provide a more engaging and dynamic experience of Tanka culture,
allowing audiences to deeply immerse themselves in the power of the intersection of technology, art, and culture.

This exhibition series, along with future exhibitions, is rooted in the rich cultural landscape of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area, dedicated to exploring contemporary expressions of traditional culture and promoting
the global dissemination of Chinese culture. We will harness the power of new media and innovative Al and digital
technologies to tell captivating stories of Chinese culture, showcasing its ultimate allure to the world.
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Our Al Art Making Techniques

Investigation Prompt
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(a) Textual Tanka Heritage

Style 1: Chinese ink Painting ﬁ
Prompt: One E earty ninateont -
century in Chin e ik paiting, rich and delicate

expeossion, ust ~ar 912 ~nif 6 1
Stylo 2: Chinese Maticulous Painting =

Prompt: A woman, wearing  straw hat and dark biue clothes ona
wooden boat, tamiy. Traditional Chinesa painting, rich and deficate

expeession, colorful ustration, 8k resolution --af 912 --niji 6

Style 3: Chinese Photography

Prompt: Several fishermen are planting rice seediings, realstic
impressions, Chinese photography, super detad, minimalism, top-
down perspective, Bk resolution --ar 9:12 --niji 6

(b) Generation via Midjourney

(d) Artworks Display
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Manual Selection (accura

anka heritage & Chines art style)
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Series 4
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Ink Painting Series

FISHING

2024
James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Ink Painting Series

FLOWING

2024

James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Ink Painting Series

MOORING

2024
James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Ink Painting Series

EVEBOUND

2024

James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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FEXBRERUFESKEBEAMN

ATIBEIR., 2AME, E4. EE

Meticulous Painting Series

TIDAL WASH

2024

James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Meticulous Painting Series

REPOSING

2024
James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Meticulous Painting Series

AWAITING

2024

James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Meticulous Painting Series
FUN TIME

2024

James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Cartoon Series

GATHERED

2024
James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Cartoon Series

AQUA VOWS

2024
James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Cartoon Series

TIDAL TRADE

2024

James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Cartoon Series

FADING

2024
James She and Teams

Al Tools, Giclee, Rice Paper, Frame
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Art Installation

FROM PRESENT TO PAST:
THE GREATER BAY AREA
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James She and Teams E

Generative Images, Screens, Fiberglass Reinforced Plastics
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Comment, Collaboration & Question?

jamespmshe@hkust-gz.edu.cn
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